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— arlvoninBlowback, amysterious aib-
— al leader assembles all of the tribes
____fighting for jihad and outlines a radi-
cal plan to chem. Thev listen,awestruck by
the bruralicy and originalicy of che plan,
and elect himas their leader: A fewmonths

later, che plan is pur into action. You the
reader waitrosee whatdastardlyideas the
terrorists have. And it tcurns out that
thev're... putting bombs in crowded places
inIndian cites.

Yes, it is brutal and effectave, but your av-
erage Indian reader is bound ro find this
revelaton a bit ana-climactic. We know
this is happening roday,and dueto the hard
work of our investgative agencies, we also
know some part of the planning. Reading
about almost exactly the same thing in a
thriller makes itseem like some sort of in-
vestgarive journalism. Where are the dev-
astacing nuclear bombs, the almost-unbe-
lievable terror plots, the top-secret

biological weapons?

Once this bit of disappointment is di-
gested, though, the book grows on vou. Af-
ter all, some of the terror attacks of recent
times would have been unbelievable a few
vears back. Some of Frederick Forsvth’s
writang doesn’tseem quite so comfortably
imaginary anvmore. Deva’s writing could
be looked aras something closer toreal life,
immediarte, something really plausibleand
right-out-of-the-headlines.

The writing stvle adds its impact —
Deva’s big sarengrh is the smoothness of his
prose, crisp and fast-moving,and vou nev-
er get distracred from the story by the writ-
ing. Irall feels likea good piece of reportage

A fun thriller straight out of the headlines

racther than an action thriller.

In addicion, the main protagonists are
generally well drawn and plausible, if slight-
Iv larger-than-life. The different people in
Force 22, the elice unit around which the
events of this book (and Deva’s previous two
books, Lashkar and Salim Must Dic) re-
volve, feel well ecched out, with dheir indi-
vidual weaknesses, passions, and history,
and some of them evolve through the book.

If the character development fails any-
where, itis inthe bad guys. Withoutan ex-
ception, all are rotally evil and monomani-
acal — no trace of doubt and no
understandable motivaton for their view-
points. You could substicute the low-evel

terronscrecruics with the tribal leader men-
tioned above with nodifference tohow the
story would proceed. The best action
thrillers take the ame to show how rhe vil-
lains got where they are, and what the
world looks like from their viewpoint —
this book doesi’t.

Unfortunacely, there area few segments
where the storytelling isnt up to par. The
ending takes onaBollvwoodish touch, with
true love, maa-ki-mamta (mother’s love)
and oragedy taking over the proceedings in-
stead of the expected rivetting action se-
quence, leaving a bit of an off-taste for the
reader. Another weak segmentisa several-
page-long discussion between senior Indi-

an officials and the Prime Minister about
the growth of terrorism. Deva uses this
scene to list all of his ideas to solve the
problem, oneafter the ocher, ending the se-
quence with the comment thart chings will
now improve since the Prime Minister has
heard these ideas. Anv smart edicor would
have cur this sequence, since it is nothing
more thana arade by the auchor:

Overall, the book succeeds at being a fast-
paced, entertaining, genre thriller, in the
vein of works by dozens of other western
writers. Justlike those other books, though,
italso disappears fromyour head after vou're
finished, leaving noreal impact on vou
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