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fast-paced, prescient thriller
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Afte b s he st page of Lashlar, | coldtwait o gt my s on Mkl Dev's fllowup 0 te bok. Lashtar
had gripped me with s fast pace, humen drama, well-developed characters, and most of all, the thought-provoking insights into
the nmnan spocs o e Keshmir conlt ‘And when Salim Must Die was relcased, [ had to get it right away. I looked forward to

athrilling ride.

SHDis s, 0d s The ston s nonop d ll o supense, The sty tkesof o where Lashlarcnte — I, he
st boy,with 8 ke i o msbenis, tmed it 8 ol bloodd e cfcint il dheing th couse of th o
training imparted on him, s on his way back across the LoC and is captured by the Indian armed forces. Iqbal has changed from

ﬁﬂmngullxlmwuh:dumvullouma}e‘mndedyoun;mnwnhnsola,clurmmmln[e From thore te ey ks off

and just doesn’t stop, rgh tillthe end.

While Lashkar focused on a very specific and umu[mcmswwngmdx world, SMD takes this to a global
levl No konger e st coend oIl Pl s 0 iy I ety o thod eaing cuwps. The

— fo s wha s Bkl il ot — I e ot fsh ol sl el Devs s ngtics
i it v Mo’ sl i 4 s e es astonishing, on the whole well-stitched-
otsice, ot o yon e, Toco o e, il I th syt s S uch s 3 qaliy ot
. e s o o ik sk o o et

At the centre of his storyli deceased g Mursd Sain he brilliant architect of the global
terrorist nexus. His manufactured death at the end of Lashkar gives him the opportunity 10 plot his most ambitious and deadly
strike into the hearts of all those who fight -ymmsmmufmm ke Tl St oo 1 gl fr i i,
sty o ol i ol vt v

i ot h e o agie, ol by Ol Ao st o s

Furcz::mnugua thl:wewmmmducedwForun Lashkar, we never really got to know the persona of Col Ambu. In
the readers are introduced to the person, not just the leadr of Force 22. In a subplot that could have been developed further
e it may weil be ), Ambu’s personal history and what drives him is revealed to us, and this
helps us develop a bond with the man d hi ice of his country.

As the action moved across cities, countries and contineats, I found myself cathralled, yet kept fecling that one ingredicnt was
‘missing, something that was found in sbundant quantites in Lashkar. I couldn’t put my finger on it for a large part of the book,
Gl T came across Igbal’s character again. Then it hit me — it was lqbal. The human clement, struggles and vulnerabilities of this
young man, and his ultimate transformation, had made Lashkar feel very real. Though Deva does develop his characters in SWD,
he speed at which the action moves, doesn’t lcave enough time for him to explore this aspect to its fullest. All in all, SMD is
worthy sequel to Lashkar. Deva has lived up to the expectations one would have from India’s lterary storm trooper.

Despite several obvious and very avoidable editorial glitches that mar the otherwisc slick, world-class look and feel of the book,

taut. At every stage one wonders, even hopes, that the terror spectaculars unleashed by Salim’s Lashkar across the globe wil fail.
At the same ine, one i Ieft wondein 40 what il hpoen should ch borifl aacks ctaly hgpen, Thi thought s cve
more ominous when onc reads in oday’s newspapers that (rorist organisatons are actively in scarch of such teifing
‘weapons. One cannot also help but wonder how Deva has been able to wri ket
team, the formation of the National Intelligence Command/Agency; both of which have happened just recently, though he has
bviousy yrten abotthem s s ago. Makes one wonder - whois Mkl Devs? A modem day Dr Doom o simply. &
ol of e i, who 1 bl 1 e evtey simply by following history and then taking it forward to its logi
conclus

Overall, a thoroughly entertaining and exremely well-rescarched book, SMD leaves you waiting for the niext one as soon as you
put it down. And as I finished it, | could imagine SMD as a movie I would love to go and walch.
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