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MUST DIE

e had donea marvellous job with his

Lashkar and now suspense author

Mulbul Deva gives us another insigh-
ful view intothe threar perceprion of Islam-
ic fundamentalism. Salim Must Diciza se-
quel o his beseseller Laskhar and it
continues to fearure Deva’s main characrers
Igbal, Anbuand Salim—muchmore in de-
tail.

Lashkar ended bur a new plot comes
from Igbal, the mechanic-turned terronst
who made his way back across the Line of
Contral (LoC) tobe capmured by the Indian
armed forees. Why would he do thar and
whar is che mission of chis yvoung manisan-

swered in the most thrilling mamer. The
plot revolves around the supposed-to-be-
dead Murad Salim,a ruthlessand bnlliant
architect of global terror network. Now he
15 bent on carrving out his most deadly
plan ro rell de resr of the world thar he
stands on the ground of righteousness.

Salfrm Musze Die erosses a number of in-
rernanonal boundaries witha mischievous
plot for world dominadon. It also invelves
detailed military incelligence tacnes and
operarions. And it is now up o Colonel
Ambu and his Force 22, the elite naciomal
security teamm, tosave not only India but the
world. The plotand sub-plots of Sadim M
Die are engrosang and remain promising
tothe last page.

Deva'’s characters are scarv and some
rimes oo real. They give goose bumps and
drychroats every now and chen. This is be-
cause his subjecr remains basically con-
remporary, wherein terrorises can smike
almost anywhereatamtime. Thesubjectis
more alive because of the recent rerror
strikes in Mumbai and across major cities.
Reading deep intothe setnngs can some-
times blur vour sense of realicy and ficnon.

The main characrers inthe storv arealso
given certain traits and characters which
aresmikingly sumilar to the simuanons ondhe

terrar front. One of the most notable fea-
ture abour Salirm Must Dic is the amount
and qualicy of research Deva had underak-
en on each of the things he mentions —
weapons, security svstem and so forth. He
seems o know the inside-our of the de-
fenice establishment and alsorhe entire de-
fencesemup. His military experience clear-
Iy have a telling on his works and
presentanon skills. He is descripove, vet
sharp and ro the point.

However, Deva’s open acknowledge-
ment that suspenseneeds tomove fastand
onlyinone direcoon, leaves lim litde time
for the human aspect of his characrers. It
looks as if all of them are bamn solelycodo
the specific task assigned tochem. Iewould
have been a full exerase had he dwown
light enthe ‘other’lives of the men whoare
hell-bent on fulfiling their missions.

There arealso some needless edinng er-
rorswhicha keenreader could easily spoc.

Ocherwise, Deva is an equal with the
likes of Robert Ludiuim and Sidney Sheldon
when it comes o telling suspense stories.
And his Salim Must Die with is simple
Englishand atight plot, bound rogether by
ingnicace bur brilliant namranion leaves the
reader inawe,
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