|l part of
the drill

|nd|a's only mllltary-thrlller author and
ex-army major, MUKUL DEVA, talks about
his latest book — Salim Must Die
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ROARING guns and bul-
lets whizzing past you —
a soldier's nightmare and
also probably one of the
most adrenalin-rushing
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momients i e — au
come alive through the
pages of Salim Must Die,
a book that promises to
be a realistic portrayal of
the subecontinent and the
Middle East burning in

the fire of dictatorship
and unrest. The author,

ex-army major, 48»year—
old, Mukul Deva, India’s
only  military-thriller

writer is back with the se-

quel to his first book
Lahkar, that went on to
become a bestseller in the
Indian sub-continent.

Deva who falls into
this niche category of
writers of military fic-
tion exclaimrgals ﬂ;:: cannl?it
getmore expe
encing it yourself.”

What he says next is
definitely interesting for

a layman. “When I wrote

Lashkar two and half
years qgﬂ, I had chalked
out a plnt where speciﬁc

ian forces went into
‘Pakistani territory to as-
sassinate certain terror-
ist figures. The path these

fictional characters took
turned out to be the exact
same sea route that the
recent Pakistani terror-
ists took to create havoc
inour country.”

While it definitely

feels “cool” to be a one-of-

a kind author, wnting a

‘military thriller is a labo-

rious job. Deva says,
“While there are a lot of
sensitive issues like

‘weapon systems, setting

up bombs and mﬂltary
stmkes, it becomes neces-
sary to take some poetlc
freedom to distort certain
facts. You ecannot take a
chance with Who lays
hands on my boo




