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muchof the st infrastructure, asindeed
happened in preparing for the Mumbai
attack. Devais more optimistic than pre-
scient when it comes to the good guys.
Intelligence agencies are brought under
control, the executive arm and signal
intelligence wing actually coordinate in
a modern computerised control room,
and Force 22, India's secret strike force,
is given an all-India role.

Most joyously optimistic of all, India’s
Satcral iy apparas il suddcrdy
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is converted into an equally taut film
and Indian confront the

villain understandably is a reﬂred Pak-
istani st brigadier, with streaks of mega-
lomania and an apocalyptic, fundamen-
talist worldview. The book is indeed
‘prescient’ as one blurb describes i, for
the entire plot is outsourced by the 15t
chief to a retired crony with access to

jehadi planner in his supposedly safe
eyrie in Murree. Ishant needed a
Kirsten, and Deva needs a little help
with the female interest. After all, most
book buyers are women. With just that
little push, here comes India’s Clancy or
Ludlum or Forsyth.a
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