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Mukul Deva has
tumed his military
service experiences
into literary works.
He spoke to
Biswadip Mitra
on topics ranging
from Indian writing
in English to our
security policies

ot Akt Tk

etrorists, lufiltrators
and counter-insur-
gei

were not 3 mattor of
Imagination” when
Indla's “only military writee™
Mukul Deva began writing
about them. After being com-
udssjoned in the Sikb Light
Infantry, for aver 15 years, Déva
wits part of the Indian Armiy
operations across the country
and oversess tll his prematuns
retirement 35 a Major in 1996,
“All of those first-hand experi-
ences. including the 10yvars of
\\ﬂlnfl‘l"lll\lu]‘;nly operations

a

in Cashimmie and
clscwhen helped him to wrle
several books. fke_the

semifictional  thrill-
ers Lashkar and the
recently-published
Saitm Must Die. “Au-
theticity st _an
issue for my works,”
Deva, who graduated
from the National De-
fence Acadery, Pune,
and the Indian Militiry
Amdnm Dehradun, says.

Having written several books,
Incinding those oa man.
and ‘womon in Indian cinena,
Deva lumrd 10 thrillers, *1 was
outragod by the Samojini Nagar
I\‘mblng in Drelhi in 2008 and

(0 wrife about terror

b and the lack of ;\-Iilkzl
will to tackle the menace,” the
wiiter says about the catalyst
behind his first :hnllen s z-h
that something Jogical st be
doneand 1 wanted the peopleto
know the rvxl(ln Ilul isgolng
aronnd us”

These works are
1ike movie scripts.
Ihavethe entire
plot in my head like
afilm.Allldols
write downthose
$6quences...

Such a seriots ssue could

ve been presented elher as
a typieal won-fiction book on
security policies and mn.url
strategios or 28 3 fiction. | as
i his choice, 1 chose
the format of military-fiction.”
Deva informs, “But, 25 | ik
earfiet. the thrillers are loaded
with exporience and research
into terrorism and  military

of Indis and those
These facts aro
mlessly Intertwined  with
ﬂw fiction. You cannot differ-
entiate really,” he adds with a
smile. Though he immensely
onjoys wriking thrillers, &t st
an easy task. “Safim Must Die
ix spread across 10 twe 2ones, |
1o nanrage the phots accord-
Tngly and had (o pxintain thetn
on a spreadshect 10 avold any
discrepancy.” Deva says.

Saviour force

Soltm Must Die is the second

pant in the lashtar series. The

well-received thrillers covolve

round the terrorists who oper
ate against Todis — within
and

at the
behest of Pakistani

work Murad
Salitri, an o3
er of

}  Pakistan's Inter Ser-
V viess elligence,
to dnubm;e
siniser
rb{ m‘l death of lhom.mtk of
nnccent pwk sumh Tndias
enmanded olo-

ml Anbu “In n-ah
an excellent Special
is used ln extreme crisis But, |
cannot divulge the details,” the
writer says, Waving me more
carious,
It Jeads me (o ask abow the
possibility of breach of the OF
ﬁ.u Secrets Act or other laws
Noy | did ot access any official
document. Most of the infor-
mation 1 have used is availible
in public domain and 1hero is
no violation of any law. So far
s the stntegically sensitive
Inputs are concerned. Bke the
bomb-making process aud oth-
er technical details; | have Kept
them vague so that o one can
misuse the infsrmation.” Deva
clalms, adding that we all need
10 be “socislly responsible and
accountable citizem.” His days
at the NDA. Pune, have made 2
man oot of him, he fondly adds
in \his context.

uzdny conversations
lh:llm ﬁm =

l.quhku

spoak in E that

is simple, with amixof |
Indian words. T'wanted

0 the

3% real 25

50 that the read~

oy can relate

© B Deva says
when | refer to the @ .
rather ‘absund and ]
antificial'  dialogoes

that T often find in the
Erglh Language works of
some of the recent  Indian
writess,

Getting back w
Deva's works, | atk him about -—
1he writing rogimon that be fol-
lows and the research he does
for the thrillers. “These works

ae e movie seripes. | have
the entire plot in my hoad like
a film AILY do is write down
those sequences. Bul before
seiting | need 1o sy all the
pocts fnvolved. Evervday |
scan all the information for
over two howrs and (his goes o
for about seven moaths. After
hat I begin 1o write. That takes
another seven (0 eight months”

. )

nforms.
And with each part of the
series, the ressarch gefs mose
incisive, he adds. “1 have two
more patts for the Lashikar se-
ries in my mind. The nost par,
callad Dust Will Never Senle,
is due in 2040 Deva aftirms,
“My ondeavour has beem to
got inside the minds of those
terrorists who viohte human
rights and kill without slightest
n-n»rie.

Talking about the \luml.m in
the Kashimir Valley, Deva says
peaple there are peace-loving
and socular. “Hut, it & the con-
stant instigation from cross
the border that is making things
difficult, Indis must take tough
military action against the ter-
rorists and thelr masters. New
Delhi st stop thinking tacti-
cally when something happens.
The governgent st think
ﬂnl ull

Nevs signs the

O(hh b!e'-l thriller for me.

reminds us that terrorism has
1o religion. “We all are Indians,
o nuatter what cur faith may be
and it s for us to stand united
aqainst these threaia” be signs
off with a

° .2




