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l H: ]';H!'.- are certam gaps in the Indian
ocutflow of Hiction - the detective novel for
cxample 3nd, the thifler, The reason o the
tavicr has boon a histhe difioull oo comprehond
considering the fact that in India we centaink
live in interesting times, And, after the seral
explosions and 2611, life may not be 21 taken
for granted again.

Now, kowever, the gap in the thallcr held
bas been Blled very elfectively. Mutul Deva's
oo novels; Lashbar and its soquel Salfoe Must
D¢ step into a rermitory that has become very
Bamillar o cvervone, whether in India o
arcimnd the woekd: the clear and present
danper of cross-border terronsm. The horoc
and villains are the expected ones, with
strategy and orods-border conflices detailed 25 3
resull of patnotaking roscarch,

Mukeul Deva proudily says he puts in fowr
hours’ research cvory morning - which was ni
really that noccxaary for Lanllbar, but vital
wisere Salim Moot Die weas concerned hocase
the novel goes into global terrotsen termiory
andd throms up all kinds of disving
imsernatonal hnks that few resders would have
ierugined exisied

Along the way in both menvels, Deva
atemipes g0 provide insights into the natuee af
perronim, along with information on
weaponry amd terronst vocahulary. For

While both books are complete in themselves,
when read together, the plot lines make an
instant connect because Salim starts where
Lashkar ends... A review by anjana basu

cxample wie feam thar A Qaids acoally mean
‘the datshice’ becae i o A ot of names and
locations. Or we are told bow 3 cortain ind of
heat secking missdle works. These explanation
ot their insparation o Tom Clincy whao has
BOCT KRt DO {OVEE oner (00 REBes
describing the imricackes of wezponry, kva
on the ceher hand iy that he details a2 much
s stncthe necessary and trics o maintain the
rutness of his phoa lines

If yous take ind0 account the Bt thar Salim
went ingo pant belore 26011 vou may be
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forgiven for thinking that Deva bas 2
moeatrpdame towch, Lty wein arourd foe
['-E'IJF-E-I'. Lo hawe I!'('..'ll:| gy e rosesas that hl.
didn’t pass on the ke of infileraing 3 hosile
pormitory by fihormen's boais to Kxab and s
isenels. In Saflm, the Coroparacy i 3 rosult o
outsourcing by the 151 chicl 103 collcague in
reifemsent who his siced o a greds deal of

the 150 infrastrociuee, which s something thad

did happen in the cise of the Mumbai sk
Whale both books arc comploie in

themscives, when read 1opether, the plot lincs
il 3 insdanl Coaneol beciuwe Salim stats
whicre Lobdar onads. And of course, both
novels share similar incidents and characrens
In both Indian commnandos siancr aross the
border and, in onc cxic penetraie 3 safe howse
in Murree with scomingly glofious case
Lasbkar and Salim Share the same wilain, 2
retired Pakistani brigadice (no surprises there)
with the singe mindied vicw of workd
domination (hal most villains subicnbe o, And
there i the condral character of Ighal who
bebomgs {0 Deva's school in Lucknow i who
has his dresms rudely shatterod when his
mother dics in a bomb blasy in Sarojeni Nagas

Mudoal Deva has the army background 1o
make the detadls and the action realssc -
thowgh he docs take care not to roveal milicany
secreds bocamse e docsn’l want his work
rncd into bomb making manuals. He also
CXposes some inferesting world views along
the way - for cxampée the revelstion in Salim
that the world s composed of Wimps, Nends,
Bystanders and Ternorsts which is why
everything is in the shambles that it i

If there is something one can quibble about
it 5 the lick of 2 viable romantic inferest. The
brainy Ankita unforunatcly docsnt Empress o
a Indng woman and is far too busy being soan
fo be lemindne - we only see ber in the context
of her computer. Much the same can be said
foe the orther female characters, who seem (o
cxndt cithicr b0 be victimised of take revenge
They fonve ncan linke kabels but no passionaic
lifie, That s Ekchy 1o give the books a restricoed
cirgulation amongst women who scconding 1o
rescanch are avid thnller bisyors

On the whole though, Deva's stvle i simple
andd the plot Bt pacod. Whale dichand activts
pray have quastels with his podincs, i#'s more
enteriaining o resd the books for their sheer
desdeouch thll valwe. Lashbar and Salfm wall
Eid an answenng chord with many and both
are bound to be made into Blms cveanally
an ke multiplexes flled wath patrotic
chitis

The reviewer is a freclance contributor



